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Occoquan National Wildlife Refuge
McKee-Beshers Wildlife Management Area
Huntley Meadows

Riverbend Park

Great Falls National Park
Monticello Park, Alexandria (April/May Warblers)
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Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge
Port Mahon, DE

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
Horsehead Farm Wildlife Sanctuary
Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge






Magee Marsh Warblers

The Biggest Week in

American Birding
May 4 - May 13, 2012

Magee Marsh Wildlife Area ..
13551 W. State Route 2

Oak Harbor, Ohio 43449

419 898-4070

www.biggestweekinamericé birding.com/
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BindinegBisds

1. BirdsEye
2. eBird
3. iBird
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" birds seen here In the past 30 days
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Canada Goose

4 days ago

Tundra Swan

4 days ago

Wood Duck
4 days ago

American Black Duck

2 weels ago

Mallard

4 days ago
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Updated 3/8/12 8:59

data contributed often by many eBirders. Most

of these locations are natural public areas such
as a park. These directions will show how to

get there, but not always take you to the point
of entry. Please be respectful of public and

private property.
Get Directions

Cancel



o — AR } 4%, B 6:09 AM 3] U [

il AT A — o-Us AN . ATE] -~ otUs Al

Hotspots A Back Dickcissel &

Mearest Locations with Recent Reports
0-5 miles away

Burke Lake Park - CBROS
105 Species

Lake Accotink Park

T_mia-Rruierax

Fiag North Bay- ' @D
105 Species ; 3 - s il ~5 il ) 9
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5-10 miles away N r i ]

Eakin Community Park
67 Species

Difficult Run Stream Valley Park
106 Species

Occoquan Sewage Plant
56 Species

QOccoquan Bay NWR--CPW02
189 Species

10-20 miles away

Huntley Meadows Park - CMNO4 o
193 Species p-—4
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About eBird

Global tools for birders, critical data for science
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) Spiza americana
Spiza americana PASSERIFORMES

Cardinals and Grosbeaks DICK
(Cardinalidae)

o
Field Guide to the Birds for the iPhone and Android
www.ibird.com/




Dickcissel
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0:03 Dickcissel 1 -0:13

Sings “dick-dick-cissel®, first 2 notes sharp and the third buzzing.

Spectrogram O

WY Dickcissel 1

Sings "dick-dick-cissel", first 2 notes
sharp and the third buzzing.
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Trip Preparations

1. Search BirdsEye and eBird for
Locations & Recently Seen Birds

2. Select Sites to Photograph

3. Study all Unfamiliar Birds
Noting: Appearance, Habitat
and Behavior.
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. Virginia Birding Reports

www.birdingonthe.net/mailinglists/VABD.html

. Maryland Birding reports
http://birdingonthe.net/mailinglists/MDOS.html P

. Mark DilLallo — Nature Photography Basecamp Vs 3

www.MarkDilLallo.com/

. Northern Virginia Bird Club

http://www.nvabc.org/

. Paul’s Smugmug Site

WWW.psimmons.smugmug.com/

. Arthur Morris’s Birds As Art Blog

www.birdsasart-blog.com/

. Sam and Marilyn’s Presentation from 2010

http://nvps.org/main/docs/BirdPhotography2010.pdf



http://www.birdingonthe.net/mailinglists/VABD.html
http://birdingonthe.net/mailinglists/MDOS.html
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http://www.nvabc.org/
http://www.psimmons.smugmug.com/
http://www.birdsasart-blog.com/
http://www.birdsasart-blog.com/
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http://nvps.org/main/docs/BirdPhotography2010.pdf
http://nvps.org/main/docs/BirdPhotography2010.pdf
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Finding Birds in the
National Capital Area

Claudia Widis " \




Approacihing Birds




Wallséing

1. Walk quietly.

2. | don’t wear wild colors or
white.

3. | don’t make sudden
movements or loud noise.

4. Once |l find a bird, | stay with
it until it leaves.

5. When they’re accustomed
to your presencs, they may
come much closer.




mebile IBlimd

If possible, shoot from your car. The beanbag is
a BLUBB - sold by Arthur Morris.




My Approach to Photograplaing

[B3imedls
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Key to Suceess
Shoot Frequently




Shoet with Other [Bird
Photograplhers




t°s Al About the Backgroumnd!




More Backgrounds




The Sky vialkes a [Ditterence




The Sky vialkes a [Difterence




Sunrise & Sumset ILight
Warm Tinted Birds

Evening



Sunrise & Sumset ILight
Cool Tinted Birds

For white or cool tinted birds, | prefer the light after the
sun has been up for at least 30 minutes.



Camera Settings

Aperture Priority
f/5.6 or f/8 up to f/16 ._
1/1000 at rest & 1/2000 flying E

ISO 400 - range from 200 to 2500

Auto White Balance

Center Focus Point with Linked Exposure
Al Servo — Continuous Focus

Fill Flash for Small Birds

Overexpose most images by +2/3 stop
10. Frame Rate set to 10 Frames per Second
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InRthvepiield
I Try to gets

1. Exposure Right
2. Focus Right




I’m continually checking the histogram.



Pocusing

Center Point Focusing

Focus on the Eye

Al Servo — Continuous
Focus




as a Rail




Climt im the Bye

With Without




Why 10 Prames per Secomndl?
Birdls Move




Why Tem Srames per Second?

Exposure 2

Exposure 2 Cropped & Cleaned




Why Tem Frames per Second?
Photographers ove




Crop All Images in
the Computer
Seldom Use a
Level

Rotate in the
Computer

Cropping




Cropping Cluttered
Backgroumnd

Original Image Cropped Image




TR [Extender

No Extender With 1.4x Extender

My camera will not autofocus with a 2x extender attached.



Disadvantage of an extender




Bye Problems




107111 [9llash Problerms

1. White-Eye in Birds is Similar to Our Red-Eye
2. White-Eye is Problematic in Larger Birds



View Amngle

A low angle adds impact



ISO Full Image Rxample

1/640 sec at /14, 1SO 640 1/6400 sec at f/14 1SO 6400
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1 to I Zoom

1/640 sec at /14, 1SO 640 1/6400 sec at f/14 1SO 6400




Red-winged Bllackibird Ridding
@mn amnd
Immature Bald Eagle







Better Peamer




Tripod and flead

Wimberley WH-200
Gimbal Tripod Head Il
with Quick Release Base

Really Right Stuff tripod
TVC-33 Versa Series 3
Tripod supports 50lbs




Blaclk Rapid

< Self Portrait

www.blackrapid.com/product/camera-strap/rs-sport-2/



Bauipment

Canon 800mm Lens and
EOS-1D Mark IV Camera

32 GB 600x Compact
Flash Cards

Canon 300mm Lens and
EOS 7D Camera

Sturdy Tripod

Gimbaled Tripod Head




