
NVPS Workshop 
“Composi t ion  and Creat iv i ty”

February  14 ,  2012

Visua l  Des ign  Pr inc ip les  in  Compos i t ion
and  in  the  Crea t i ve  Process

Bu i ld ing  B locks

B y  E d  F u n k



Pr imary  E lements  o f  Des ign  - Tone  and  Co lo r

Tone - Degree  o f  In tens i t y  o f  L igh t
Revea ls  shape / tex tu re

Co lo r  - A f fec ts  Mood/Emot ion

Warm co lo rs  “advance”  (Ye l low,  
Red,  Orange)

Coo l  co lo rs  recede  (Green ,  B lue)



Zone System Grayscale Chart



Pr imary Colors:  Red,  Yel low and Blue

Secondary Colors:  Orange,  Green and 
Vio let



Secondary  Compos i t iona l  E lements

L ine  (L igh t )
Shape

Textu re  (L igh t )
Perspec t i ve  (Lens ,  ang le )

Line
Hor izon ta l  - ca lm ing

Ver t i ca l  - power
Ob l ique  - mot ion /dynamic . . .



Shape

Square / rec tang le
C i rc le /Ova l

Tr iang le

Texture

I n  t h e  v i s u a l  a r t s ,  t e x t u r e  i s  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  s u r f a c e  
q u a l i t y .  I t  i s  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l  a n d  t h r e e -

d i m e n s i o n a l  d e s i g n  a n d  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  i t s  p e r c e i v e d  
v i s u a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  U s e  o f  t e x t u r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  o f  d e s i g n ,  c a n  c o n v e y  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
m e s s a g e s  a n d  e m o t i o n s .



Perspect ive

T h e  t e c h n i q u e  u s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  
w o r l d  ( w h a t  w e  s e e )  o n  a  t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l  s u r f a c e  ( a  

p r i n t )  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  l o o k s  r e a l i s t i c  a n d  a c c u r a t e ,  a s  w e  
s e e  i t .  I t  i s  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  i l l u s i o n  o f  s p a c e  a n d  

d e p t h  o n  a  f l a t  s u r f a c e .  A p p e a r i n g  t o  e n l a r g e  o r  
e x t e n d  t h e  a c t u a l  s p a c e ,  o r  t o  g i v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  

d i s t a n c e .

O ther  Compos i t iona l  E lements
Ba lance  (V isua l )

Dominance  - Propor t ion
Rhy thm - S imp l i c i t y



Quali ty of  Light

Coo l  M id -day  l igh t  i s  harsh
Warm la te  day  l igh t  i s  so f t / soo th ing



R u l e  o f  T h i r d s



Presenter
Lines – Texture – Simplicity
Eliminated all distracting elements
Clearly communicates
Color Slide



Presenter
Lines – Texture – Simplicity
Eliminated all distracting elements
Clearly communicates
Seen passing a construction site
Color Slide



Presenter
Lines – Lines– and more Lines
From the curtains hanging in the windows to the concrete stairways and iron railings
Pleasing early morning light
Kept lines straight by moving back and using a longer lens and stay as square as possible
Eliminated all distracting elements
Color Slide



Presenter
Moved in tight, simplified scene
Separated door knob from railing
Color Slide



Presenter
Lines
West Virginia junk yard car
Color Slide



Presenter
Lines
West Virginia junk yard car
Color Slide manipulated in Photoshop
Added texture and color to strengthen emotion appeal



Presenter
Lines NYC skyscraper
Eliminated all else with camera position and tight composition

8/18/2006
f4.5/1/500/
Canon 30D and 24-85mm lens at 85mm



Presenter
Lines
Night
Color Slide



Presenter
Lines – Shapes - Shadow
Airplane View

9/13/2010
f5.6/1/800/ISO200
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 73mm




Presenter
Lines
Working crop duster
Homestead, FL
Color Slide



Presenter
Line
Leesburg, VA
Biker Bar

Color Slide



Presenter
Shape – Pattern
Ceiling
US Capitol tour

12/6/2011
f5.6/1/30/ISO800 +2/3
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 55mm



Presenter
Pattern
Ceiling
US Capitol tour

12/6/2011
f4.5/1/50/ISO800 +2/3
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 105mm



Presenter
Line - Shape – Pattern
Ceiling
US Capitol tour

12/6/2011
f4.5/1/6/ISO1600
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 28mm




Presenter
Shape – Pattern
Ceiling
US Capitol tour

12/6/2011
f5.6/1/40/ISO800 
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 105mm




Presenter
Line
Weather – mist
Magnolia blossoms
Dolly Sods, WV
Brightness at top detracts

Color Slide



Presenter
Line
Weather – mist
Magnolia blossoms
Dolly Sods, WV
Brightness at top cropped out

Color Slide




Presenter
Emotion
Weather – mist
Magnolia blossoms
Dolly Sods, WV
Zoomed tight on blossoms

Color Slide




Presenter
Pattern – Line – Texture
Repeating arches
Mission
San Antonio, TX
Brightness at top detracts

Color Slide




Presenter
Pattern – Line – Texture
Repeating arches
Mission
San Antonio, TX
Brightness at top cropped

Color Slide




Presenter
Line – Shape
Sweeping line of the Dulles Airport Terminal
Late afternoon light

Color Slide



Presenter
Sweeping line of the Dulles Airport Terminal
Late afternoon light

Color Slide



Presenter
Line – Shape – Texture
B&W conversion
Porto Negro, Trier, Germany

Color Slide



Presenter
Early light
Ligurian Sea near La Spezia, IT

9/15/2010
f5.6/1/3200 -1/ISO100 
Canon 5D MkII/24-105mm at 98mm





Presenter
Iwo Jima Memorial Scene
Washington, DC
Night
Bracketed by Lincoln Memorial and the full moon

Color Slide



Presenter
Horizon in the middle breaks rule
Works because the sky and water reflection hold it together
Light on horizon line fills in dark area

Color Slide



Presenter
Table-top photography
Textured glass
Red
Light added to umbrella

Color Slide



Presenter
Table-top photography
Textured glass
Red
Umbrella too dark

Color Slide




Presenter
Nice lines and concept 
Needed a bigger vineyard to allow more room around Dogwood Tree

Color Slide



Presenter
Strong leading line and rainbow
Logan Pass, Glacier NP

Color Slide




Presenter
Perspective
Low camera position enlarges foreground elements to create sense of depth versus the mountains and clouds in the distance.
White clouds repeat the mountain snow and foreground snow.

Color slide



Presenter
Found subject on rocky beach. Round/oval shapes repeated in sunglasses and rocks.
Self-portrait.

Color slide.



Presenter
Found subject on rocky beach. Round/oval shapes repeated in sunglasses and rocks.
Self-portrait.
Gausian blur added to new blended layer.
Creates emotional feel.

Color slide.




Presenter
Fells Point Baltimore store window.
Lines and shape.
NVPS Field Trip

Color slide



Presenter
North and South Bubble Mountains and Jordan Pond 
Perspective creates depth
Strong oval shapes in foreground and background

Color slide



Presenter
Carnation shot  on light table with a blue gel through mylar “tube”

Color slide



Presenter
Previous photo copied, flipped horizontallyand stitched together
Use your imagination

Color slide



Presenter
Brugge Canal in overcast flat light
Bridge and reflection make strong circle/oval shape
Red roof reflections add strong color

Color slide



Presenter
Brugge Canal in overcast flat light with red added in Photoshop
Bridge and reflection make strong circle/oval shape
Red roof reflections add strong color

Color slide




Presenter
Brugge Canal in overcast flat light
Reds strengthened in Photoshop
Buildings provide a strong oblique line

Color slide



Presenter
Glade Creek Grist Mill at Babcock State Park, WV
Autumn color

Color slide



Presenter
Glade Creek Grist Mill at Babcock State Park, WV
Autumn color, vertical composition

Color slide



Presenter
Cinque Terre IT; Riomaggiore

9/15/2010
f11/1/320 -1/ISO100 
Canon 5D MkII/70-200mm f2.8 L IS II at 200mm




Presenter
Cinque Terre IT; Riomaggiore 
Wider view to include Ligurian Sea

9/15/2010
f11/1/250 -1/ISO100 
Canon 5D MkII/70-200mm f2.8 L IS II at 130mm



Presenter
Mount Desert Island, Acadia National Park
Lines and shape of the abandoned boat point to the buildings in the background. Choice of perspective and wide angle lens created a sense of depth in the image
Change of sky did not improve very flat light but the conversion to B&W and added texture brought out my original vision

Color slide



Presenter
Complex composition. Oblique lines leading to the circular skylight and radiating lines provided the subject matter. Slow speed film and low light required long exposure and use of a tripod. 

Color slide



Presenter
Pure texture. Filling frame eliminated everything but the texture.

Color slide



Presenter
Wet brick sidewalk. Filling frame eliminated everything but the pattern and texture

Color slide



Presenter
Lines and shapes. Small group of leaves on a large magnolia leaf.
Tight composition eliminated all else.

Color slide



Presenter
Lines
Macro of Calla lily on a light table

Color slide



Presenter
Multiple exposure creates texture. 9 shots on one frame of film.
600mm lens across pond on a tripod

Color slide



Presenter
Multiple exposure creates texture. 9 shots on one frame of film.
Abandoned building in Baltimore industrial area

Color slide



Presenter
Freeman Patterson’s Garden
Photoshop filter applied

7/6/2007
f22/1/6/ISO100
Canon 30D /70-200mm f4 L at 98mm



Presenter
Montage of Outer Banks beach house (wide angle lens) and close-up of sandstone coaster replacing sky.

Color slides



Presenter
Spider Mum macro from above on light table.
Canon 200mm f4 macro lens

Color slide



Presenter
Spider Mum extreme macro from side on light table.
Canon 200mm f4 macro lens plus screw on close-up  lens

Color slide




Presenter
Shallow d-o-f puts background out-of-focus.
Single tulip copied and flipped horizontally in Photoshop. Dew drops manipulated

Color slide



Presenter
Shallow d-o-f puts background out-of-focus.

Color slide





Presenter
Oblique line of junked cars in misty forest

7/3/2007
f16/1/30/ISO200
Canon 30D /70-200mm f4 L at 70mm




Presenter
Lines – Emotion
Advertising window in underground passageway, Trier, Germany
August 2001

Color slide




Presenter
Leading lines of canal and gondolas
Nice afternoon light
Grand Canal, Venice, IT

Color slide



Presenter
Perspective from low camera position and wide angle lens creates depth
Uses color harmony of blue and white.
White snow and clouds add rhythm/secondary motif

Color slide




Presenter
Strong leading line in a grand landscape

Color slide



Presenter
Oblique line formed by gas tanks
Triangular shapes, strong reds near power points

Color slide



Presenter
Colorful fireworks framed by the Smithsonian Castle in turn framing the Washington Monument.
Multiple fireworks buests.

Color slide.



Presenter
Strong lines, family and bench at lower left “third.”
Nice pattern and color.

Color slide.



Presenter
Lines. Montage of two images. Capitol Columns at National Arboretum and abstract wall mural near Syracuse University.

Color slides.



Presenter
Lines and motion. Blurred red car leaving (or entering) frame.

Color slide.



Presenter
Sunrise landscape. Horizon line near lower “third.” Sun at lower right “third.”



Presenter
Lines. Church pipe organ.

Color slide.



Presenter
Lines and pattern. Church pipe organ tightly framed..

Color slide.




Presenter
Lines and shapes. Complimentary colors.
Rule of thirds. Baltimore RR Museum field trip.

Color slide.



Presenter
Montage. Rule of thirds.
Stonehenge scene with image from store window poster reflected in water puddle and out-of-focus highlights.

Color slides.



Presenter
Montage. Rule of thirds.
Stonehenge scene with image from store window poster reflected in water puddle and out-of-focus highlights.
Converted to B&W.

Color slides.



Presenter
Line and simplicity. Yellow handrail the only color  on white petroleum tank.

Color slide.



Presenter
Line and shape. Light through window in old Smoky Mountain  wood frame church.

Color slide.



Presenter
Shapes on forest floor. Tight composition.

Color slide.



Presenter
Mirror image. Trees and shrubs reflected in pond. Horizon line across middle.

Color slide.



Thank You!
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